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Guidelines for Seminar Course
Autumn 2018
	Coordinator:
	Dr. Yu-Ling Shih
ylshih10@gate.sinica.edu.tw / Room 702, IBC, Academia Sinica

	Teaching Assistant:
	

	Location (地點):
	Room 114, Institute of Biological Chemistry, Academia Sinica.

	Time (時間):
	Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.

	Credit (學分):
	1 credit


General Principles

1.
The goal of this course is to help students develop the following skills: 

· Critically evaluate research reports

· Logically organize presentation materials

· Effectively communicate research findings by oral presentation

2.
Each student shall select a research article provided by a coach professor. The papers are published since 2017 and selected according to the expertise of the Coach professors.
3. The presenting student will be evaluated by the Sit-in, Coach, and Coordinator professors based on the comprehension of the topic, content organization, time management, manner of presentation (e.g., eye contact/body language/the use of laser pointer), and fluency in English. 
4. Performance of the student moderator will be evaluated by Coordinator.
Grade Distribution

· Coach Professor: 25% 
· Sit-in Professor: 25%
· Seminar Coordinator: 25% (+5% for performance as moderator)

· Peers: 20%
· Attendance (penalties for non-attendance)
· Absence without legitimate reason: -2 per presentation
· Absence with legitimate reason and evidence (doctor's note, conference record): no penalty

· Absence with legitimate reason, but without evidence: -1 per presentation
· Late without legitimate reason: -1 per presentation
Note: Students may get extra points for asking questions, 0.5 pts for each question, 5 points max.
Topics for 2018 Autumn Seminar Course
To promote understanding and interactions between CBMB students and faculties, there is no selected scientific topic this semester. We invite all CBMB faculty members to provide one article of their own expertise area that after 2017. To make it easy for most students, the paper should not be too specialized. Each student will select an article for presentation from the paper list. The coach professor is automatically the person who provides the paper and will be responsible for coaching the student presentation. 
Student Responsibilities

1. Student shall select a research article provided by a Coach professor and invite a Sit-in professor at the beginning of the semester. The student should confirm availability of the professors and submit the selected paper and the name of the Sit-in professor to the office by designated date.

i. Only the OFFICIALLY ACCEPTED OR PUBLISHED PAPERS IN THE SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS can be used as the main content of the presentation.

ii. Information obtained from preprints deposited in bioRxiv.org or arXiv.org, etc. should be used with caution.

iii. Information directly obtained from Google or Wikipedia or online social media of any form SHOULD NOT be used, UNLESS you have verified the information by reading the original references and acknowledge the official sources in the presentation. 

2. The student should make appointments with the Coach professor to discuss about the paper, learn presentation skills, and rehearse the presentation as early as possible. Before the discussion session(s), the student should have read the paper, list out the questions, and have the draft presentation file ready.
3. Students are also required to moderate one presentation. Each presenter will be introduced by a moderator (served by the next presenter on the schedule). The performance of the moderator will be evaluated by Seminar Coordinator and count towards the final grade. 
4. Students should prepare a 2-page introductory summary on the paper with a speech title on. The title does not need to be the same as the selected article. Student MUST draft the summary himself/herself (do not copy from the selected article).
5. Students should send the chosen article and 2-page introductory summary to the programme secretary, Seminar Coordinator, Sit-in professor, Coach Professor, and all participating students at least 7 days before the scheduled presentation. 
6. Students must remind Coach and Sit-in professors to attend your presentation again 3 days before the scheduled presentation. Both Coach and Sit-in professor should present to attend and grade the performance. 
7. You can invite any professors affiliating with the CBMB programme but from different institutes as the Sit-in professor. Please refer to CBMB website to find the email addresses of the professors that you’d like to invite.
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8. Presenters will prepare 20~30 slides with clear page numbers to present the article. The presentation should indicate clear background knowledge of the article with emphasis on the motivation, goal, and hypothesis of the work. Presenters should present all results from the paper supporting or challenging the hypothesis. In the end, use 2-3 slides to discuss the conclusions, impact, and future applications of the work. All information in the slides should be explained clearly within 30 minutes. 
9. Participating students are expected to ask questions and/or provide comments on the paper. There are about 15 minutes for open discussion.
10. Participating students will grade the presenters (25% of the overall final score). Students who fail to hand in the peer scoring sheet will be considered absent.
11. Students who must be absent from the class have to inform Seminar Coordinator, programme secretary and course assistant regarding the absence and provide necessary proof to be officially excused from the class.
Coach Professor’s Responsibilities (25% of the overall final score)
1. Assist the student to understand the selected article. The Coach professor should make him/herself open for discussion requests from the student.

2. Review the student’s PowerPoint slides and instruct the student to rehearse in advance for the first-year students. Since the second-year students are expected to have learnt the basics of presentation, the Coach professor will focus more on the scientific content.
3. Evaluate the seminar presentation.
Sit-in Professor’s Responsibilities (25% of the overall final score)
1. Students are not allowed to ask any help from sit-in professors when preparing for presentation.
2. If the sit-in professor thinks the information in the slides is unclear or he/she has difficulties understanding student’s presentation, he/she should initiate discussion until the issues are addressed. 
3. Evaluate the Introductory Summary and the seminar presentation. 
Seminar Coordinator’s Responsibilities (25% of the overall final score)
1. Explain the rules and requirements relating to the course in the first session. 

2. Help students who have difficulties in the course.

3. Suggestions for further improvement for students and professors should go to the Seminar Coordinator.

4. Evaluate the seminar presentation (25%) and performance as moderator (5%). 
Moderator’s Responsibility
1. Introduce the name, background, and topic of the presenter. 

2. Monitor time for the presentation. Each presentation including Q&A is 45 minutes.
3. Prevent one person to dominate the discussion.

4. Keep record of students’ attendances. The moderator should write down the names of the students who are absent or late.

5. Manage Q&A session. Mark students who ask questions for additional points. Give the list of names to CBMB office.
Introductory Summary
TIGP-CBMB Student Seminar, Autumn 2018
Presenter:
Your name 
Time:

Month/Date/2018 
Sit-in Professor (Institution):

Coach Professor (Institution):

A. Presentation title: (Presentation title need not be the same as the article title)
B. Source (Use the citation format of NCBI PubMed)
(1) Primary article: 
(2) Supporting references: (up to 3 most relevant references)
C. Paper summary

(1) Abstract 
· In your own words (do not copy from the selected article) 

· In the form of structured abstract**; do not exceed 300 words.


(** https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/policy/structured_abstracts.html)

(2) Methodologies 

· Specify model system(s)

· Specify key materials

· Specify key technologies: e.g. mass spectrometry, ChIP-seq, micropatterning, soft substrate fabrication, fluorescence microscopy, single-cell imaging, single-particle tracking, high-content screening, X-ray crystallography, NMR, cryo-EM….

(3) Results (itemize!)
1. Statement A (1 sentence) - evidence (i.e. figure Xa, Table X)

2. Statement B (1 sentence) - evidence (i.e. figure Y, Table Y)

....

(4) Conclusions (itemize!)
1. Statement A (1 sentence)

2. Statement B (1 sentence)

....

(5) Discussion

1. Questions answered and unanswered

2. Pitfall(s) of the study

3. Perspectives
